What is Apologetics:
Week 1

Apologetics is the field of study the presents the rationale of the Christian  world view.
· Dialog that makes use of arguments and proofs, but it is not an argument.

Definitions
Epistemic duties: The Christian has not been derelict in his epistemic duties. She is well within her rights in claiming to know that Christianity is true. If knowledge is understood as “justified true belief,” then the Christian claiming to “know” God exists is not being irrational or speaking nonsense. 
However, the Christian’s claim of knowing God or knowing that God exists refers to a deeper sense of the word “know” than the above context refers to. 
	Some make a distinction between “belief in” and “belief that,” but how far does that distinction get us. Can one claim to know that God exists, but not believe in God’s existence? Does it make sense even to talk like this? Let’s put it another way, can one claim to know that God exists, but not believe in God? Yes, but then this belief that God exists still amounts to more than a mere conceptual belief. I contend that an awareness of God, one that experiences God’s love and rejects it, involves a passionate commitment for or against, not indifference as is the case with mere concepts. 
Extreme Classical Apologetic Methodology believes that one cannot worship with your heart if you have no prior mental awareness. They contend that some prior conceptual knowledge of God must be present before one can trust in God. This sounds confused. If God is a person or being, then awareness of His existence and the kind of person He is will come simultaneously. To know His nature and to know His person do not appear to happen separately.
I understand that everyone develops some concept of God as they grow up. This concept is learning early on in childhood through stories, holidays, and observing the religious (or lack of) practices of those around them. But I do not think the Classical apologist is saying this. 
· This appears backwards to what and how we believe. If the Holy Spirit needs to reveal God to us, and thus awareness comes in this revelation, then I do not understand how any argument will reveal the existence of God based on the entailments of the argument alone. 
· Our belief in God does not arise in the same way our beliefs about physical objects or mere concepts (e.g., mathematics) arise. One does not discover nor verify truths about God the same way as physical objects or mere concepts. It is a spiritual and revealed to some extent by faith. This is not say that our faith cannot be strengthened by the evidence or arguments, but only that they are not the basis of our faith. 
· 
· 2:19……….”the demons know and shutter.” This verse often gets misused. Whatever kind of knowledge and belief the demons have, it is not necessarily the same as kind of knowledge and belief the non-believer has in claiming that she shares the believer’s concept of God, but does believe in (trust) God. 
· The demons know God in a way even the believer can’t match. They have see clearly what we only see in mirror dimly. They do not walk by faith, but by sight. It appears they understand God’s love and want no part of it. They hate and despise God. They are not indifferent to God’s existence. It’s not that they believe that God exists, but it makes no difference to them. Instead, they believe God exists and it makes all the difference to them. 

Presuppositionalism: the assumption that certain beliefs are unquestionable and true. Presuppositions, axioms, or postulates operate as the measure or ground for judging the interpretation of data and arguments (what counts as facts) and for the building of one’s overall world view. 
Presupposition of Presuppositionalist 
1. There is no neutral position 
2. Everyone starts reasoning about the world, transcendence, themselves, and others from a particular viewpoint. This is no such thing as a view from nowhere. There exists a God’s-eye view, but ours isn’t it. God knows how things really stand and which propositions are true, but our access to this knowledge is finite and fallible. Our limits as human beings as well as the effects of sin hinder our ability to grasp the true and the real. Another problem arises in connection with this, how would one verify or prove they had grasped the God’s-eye’s view? Remember, Christians do not always disagree regarding on the God’s eye view. 
Reformed – vs. – Classical
Modern: Enlightenment Evidentialism – The strength of one’s belief should be in proportion to the evidence for the belief. 

